which the delegated authority or the department has taken steps to maintain the normal level, is guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or
both, and shall be required to pay the actual cost of restoration or replacement of the dam and any other
property including any natural resource that is damaged or destroyed as a result of the violation.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30721 Establishment of normal inland lake level prohibited in certain cases.
Sec. 30721. A normal level shall not be established for an inland lake in either of the following cases:
(a) The inland lake is used as a reservoir for a municipal water supply system, unless a normal level
determination is petitioned for by the governing body of the municipality.
(b) The state has title, flowage rights, or easements to all riparian land surrounding the inland lake, unless a
normal level determination is petitioned for by the department.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30722 Inspection; report; repairs; penalty; expenditure.
Sec. 30722. (1) The delegated authority of a county shall cause an inspection to be made of each dam on an
inland lake within the county which has a normal level established under this part or under any previous act
governing lake levels. The inspection shall be conducted by a licensed professional engineer. The inspection
shall take place every third year from the date of completion of a new dam or every third year from the
determination of a normal level for an existing dam. An inspection report shall be submitted promptly to the
department in the form and manner the department prescribes.
(2) If a report discloses a need for repairs or a change in condition of the dam that relates to the dam's
safety or danger to natural resources, the department shall conduct an inspection to confirm the report. If the
report is confirmed and the public safety or natural resources are endangered by the risk of failure of the dam,
the department may require the county either to repair or to replace the dam. Plans and specifications for the
repairs or replacement shall be prepared by a licensed professional engineer under the direction of the
delegated authority. The plans and specifications shall be approved by the department before construction
begins. The department shall review and approve or reject the plans and specifications within 30 days after
they are received by the department. If the plans and specifications are rejected, the department shall propose
changes in the plans and specifications that would result in their approval by the department. If the dam is in
imminent danger of failure, the department may order an immediate lowering of the lake level until necessary
repair or replacement is complete.
(3) A person failing to comply with this section, or falsely representing dam conditions, is guilty of
misconduct in office.
(4) If an inspection discloses the necessity for maintenance or repair, the delegated authority, without
approval of the county board, may spend not more than $10,000.00 annually for maintenance and repair of
each lake level project. An expenditure of more than $10,000.00 annually shall be approved by resolution of
the county board.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30723 Other requirements not abrogated.
Sec. 30723. This part does not abrogate the requirements of other state statutes.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

PART 309
INLAND LAKE IMPROVEMENTS
324.30901 Definitions.
Sec. 30901. As used in this part:
(a) “Benefit” or “benefits” means advantages resulting from a project to public corporations, the
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inhabitants of public corporations, the inhabitants of this state, and property within public corporations.
Benefit includes benefits that result from elimination of pollution and elimination of flood damage,
elimination of water conditions that jeopardize the public health or safety; increase of the value or use of
lands and property arising from improving a lake or lakes as a result of the lake project and the improvement
or development of a lake for conservation of fish and wildlife and the use, improvement, or development of a
lake for fishing, wildlife, boating, swimming, or any other recreational, agricultural, or conservation uses.
(b) “Inland lake” means a public inland lake or a private inland lake.
(c) “Interested person” means a person who has a record interest in the title to, right of ingress to, or
reversionary right to a piece or parcel of land that would be affected by a permanent change in the bottomland
of a natural or artificial, public or private inland lake, or adjacent wetland. In all cases, whether having such
an interest or not, the department is an interested person.
(d) “Local governing body” means the legislative body of a local unit of government.
(e) “Preliminary costs” includes costs of the engineering feasibility report, economic study, estimate of
total cost, and cost of setting up the assessment district.
(f) “Private inland lake” means an inland lake other than a public inland lake.
(g) “Public inland lake” means a lake that is accessible to the public by publicly owned lands or highways
contiguous to publicly owned lands or by the bed of a stream, except the Great Lakes and connecting waters.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30902 Petition for improvement of lake or wetland; local governing bodies' powers; lake
boards.
Sec. 30902. (1) The local governing body of any local unit of government in which the whole or any part
of the waters of any public inland lake is situated, upon its own motion or by petition of 2/3 of the freeholders
owning lands abutting the lake, for the protection of the public health, welfare, and safety and the
conservation of the natural resources of this state, or to preserve property values around a lake, may provide
for the improvement of a lake, or adjacent wetland, and may take steps necessary to remove and properly
dispose of undesirable accumulated materials from the bottom of the lake or wetland by dredging, ditching,
digging, or other related work.
(2) Upon receipt of the petition or upon its own motion, the local governing body within 60 days shall set
up a lake board as provided in section 30903 that shall proceed with the necessary steps for improving the
lake or to void the proposed project.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30903 Lake board; composition; election of chairperson, treasurer, and secretary;
quorum; concurrence of majority required; technical data; recommendations.
Sec. 30903. (1) The lake board shall consist of all of the following:
(a) A member of the county board of commissioners appointed by the chairperson of the county board of
commissioners of each county affected by the lake improvement project; 1 representative of each local unit of
government, other than a county, affected by the project, or, if there is only 1 such local unit of government, 2
representatives of that local unit of government, appointed by the legislative body of the local unit of
government; and the county drain commissioner or his or her designee, or a member of the county road
commission in counties not having a drain commissioner.
(b) A member elected by the members of the lake board serving pursuant to subdivision (a) at the first
meeting of the board or at any time a vacancy exists under this subdivision. Only a person who has an interest
in a land contract or a record interest in the title to a piece or parcel of land that abuts the lake to be improved
is eligible to be elected and to serve under this subdivision. An organization composed of and representing the
majority of lakefront property owners on the affected lake may submit up to 3 names to the board, from which
the board shall make its selection. The terms served by this member shall be 4 years in length.
(2) The lake board shall elect a chairperson, treasurer, and secretary. The secretary shall attend meetings of
the lake board and shall keep a record of the proceedings and perform other duties delegated by the lake
board. A majority of the members of the lake board constitutes a quorum. The concurrence of a majority in
any matter within the duties of the board is required for the determination of a matter.
(3) The department, upon request of the lake board, shall provide whatever technical data it has available
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and make recommendations in the interests of conservation.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2004, Act 522, Eff. Mar. 1, 2005.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30904 Initiation of action by freeholders.
Sec. 30904. Action may be initiated under section 30902 relating to any private inland lake only upon
petition of 2/3 of the freeholders owning lands abutting the lake.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30905 Preliminary costs; revolving funds; assessments.
Sec. 30905. The county board of commissioners may provide for a revolving fund to pay for the
preliminary costs of improvement projects within the county. The preliminary costs shall be assessed to the
property owners in the assessment district by the lake board after notice of the hearing is given pursuant to
Act No. 162 of the Public Acts of 1962, being sections 211.741 to 211.746 of the Michigan Compiled Laws,
and shall be repaid to the fund where the project is not finally constructed.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30906 Institution of proceedings for lake improvement; conflicts with local ordinances
and charters.
Sec. 30906. (1) Whenever a local governing body, in accordance with section 30902, considers it
expedient to have a lake improved, it, by resolution, shall direct the lake board to institute proceedings as
prescribed in this part.
(2) When the waters of any inland lake are situated in 2 or more local units of government, the
improvement of the lake may be determined jointly in the same manner as provided in this part, if the local
governing bodies of all local units of government involved determine it to be expedient in accordance with
section 30902 and, by resolution, direct the lake board to institute proceedings as prescribed in this part.
Where local ordinances and charters conflict, this part shall govern.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30907 Lake improvement; initiation by department.
Sec. 30907. If the department considers it expedient, in accordance with section 30902, to have a lake
dredged or improved, the department may petition the local governing body or governing bodies in which the
lake is located for an improvement of the lake. The department may also join with the local governing body of
any local unit of government in instituting proceedings for improvements as set forth in this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30908 Lake board; determination of scope of project; establishment of special
assessment districts; ministerial duties.
Sec. 30908. The lake board, when instructed by resolution of the local governing body, shall determine the
scope of the project and shall establish a special assessment district, including within the special assessment
district all parcels of land and local units which will be benefited by the improvement of the lake. The local
governing body may delegate to the lake board other ministerial duties including preparation, assembling, and
computation of statistical data for use by the board and the superintending, construction, and maintenance of
any project under this part, as the local governing body considers necessary.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA
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324.30909 Engineering and economic reports; cost estimates.
Sec. 30909. (1) The lake board shall retain a licensed professional engineer to prepare an engineering
feasibility report, an economic study report, and an estimate of cost. The report shall include, when
applicable, recommendations for normal lake levels and the methods for maintaining those levels.
(2) The engineering feasibility report shall include the methods proposed to implement the recommended
improvements, such as dredging, removal, disposal, and disposal areas for undesirable materials from the
lake. The report shall include an investigation of the groundwater conditions and possible effects on lake
levels from removal of bottom materials. A study of existing nutrients and an estimate of possible future
conditions shall be included. Estimate of costs of right-of-way shall be included.
(3) The estimate of cost prepared under subsection (1) shall show probable assessments for the project. The
economic report shall analyze the existing local tax structure and the effects of the proposed assessments on
the local units of government involved. A copy of the report shall be furnished to each member of the lake
board.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30910 Review of reports by board; determinations of practicability; public hearings;
notice; determination.
Sec. 30910. Within 60 days after his or her receipt of the reports, the chairperson shall hold a meeting of
the lake board to review the reports required under section 30909 and to determine the practicability of the
project. The hearing shall be public, and notice of the hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper of
general circulation in each local unit of government to be affected. The first publication shall be not less than
20 days prior to the time of the hearing. The board shall determine the practicability of the project within 10
days after the hearing unless it is determined at the hearing that more information is needed before the
determination can be made. Immediately upon receipt of the additional information, the board shall make its
determination.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30911 County contributions toward costs of improvement.
Sec. 30911. The county board of commissioners may provide up to 25% of the cost of a lake improvement
project on any public inland lake.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30912 Approval of plans and cost estimates; sufficiency of petition; resolution;
publication; assessment roll.
Sec. 30912. If the lake board passes a resolution in which it determines the project to be practicable, the
lake board shall determine to proceed with the project, shall approve the plans and estimate of costs as
originally presented or as revised, corrected, amended, or changed, and shall determine the sufficiency of the
petition for the improvement. The resolution shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in
each local unit of government to be affected. After the resolution has been published, the sufficiency of the
petition shall not be subject to attack except in an action brought in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30
days after publication. The lake board, after finally accepting the special assessment district, shall prepare an
assessment roll based upon the benefits to be derived from the proposed lake improvement, and the lake board
shall direct the assessing official of each local unit of government to be affected to join in making an
assessment roll in which shall be entered and described all the parcels of land to be assessed, with the names
of the respective owners of the parcels of land, if known, and the total amount to be assessed against each
parcel of land and against each local unit of government to be affected, which amount shall be such relative
portion of the whole sum to be levied against all parcels of land and local units of government in the special
assessment district as the benefit to such parcel of land and local unit of government bears to the total benefit
to all parcels of land and local units of government in the special assessment district. When the assessment
roll has been completed, each assessing official shall affix to the assessment roll his or her certificate stating
that it was made pursuant to a resolution of the lake board adopted on a specified date, and that in making the
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assessment roll he or she has, according to his or her best judgment, conformed in all respects to the directions
contained in the resolution and the statutes of the state.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30913 Report of assessment to lake board; review; notice and hearing; confirmation.
Sec. 30913. The assessment roll shall be reported to the lake board by the assessing official of the local
unit or units of government initiating the proceeding and filed in the office of the clerk of each local unit of
government to be affected. Before confirming the assessment roll, the lake board shall appoint a time and
place when it will meet and review the assessment roll and hear any objections to the assessment roll, and
shall publish notice of the hearing and the filing of the assessment roll twice prior to the hearing in a
newspaper of general circulation in each local unit of government to be affected, the first publication to be at
least 10 days before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall also be given in accordance with Act No. 162 of
the Public Acts of 1962, being sections 211.741 to 211.746 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The hearing may
be adjourned from time to time without further notice. Any person or local unit of government objecting to
the assessment roll shall file his or her objection in writing with the chairperson before the close of the
hearing or within such further time period as the lake board may grant. After the hearing, the lake board may
confirm the special assessment roll as reported to it or as amended or corrected by it, may refer it back to the
assessing officials for revision, or may annul it and direct a new roll to be made. When a special assessment
roll has been confirmed, the clerk of each local unit of government shall endorse on the assessment roll the
date of the confirmation. After confirmation, the special assessment roll and all assessments on the assessment
roll shall be final and conclusive unless attacked in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30 days after
notice of confirmation has been published in the same manner as the notice of hearing.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30914 Special assessments; installments; interest; penalties.
Sec. 30914. Upon the confirmation of the assessment roll, the lake board may provide that the assessments
be payable in 1 or more approximately equal annual installments, not exceeding 30. The amount of each
installment, if more than 1, need not be extended upon the special assessment roll until after confirmation.
The first installment of a special assessment shall be due on or before such time after confirmation as the
board shall establish, and the several subsequent installments shall be due at intervals of 12 months from the
due date of the first installment or from such other date as the board shall establish. All unpaid installments,
prior to their transfer to the tax roll of each local unit of government involved, shall bear interest, payable
annually on each installment due date, at a rate to be set by the board, not exceeding 6% per annum, from
such date as established by the board. Future due installments of an assessment against a parcel of land may
be paid to the treasurer of each local unit of government at any time in full, with interest accrued to the due
date of the next installment. If any installment of a special assessment is not paid when due, then it shall be
considered to be delinquent and there shall be collected on the installment, in addition to interest as above
provided, a penalty at the rate of 1/2 of 1% for each month or fraction of a month that it remains unpaid
before being reported to the township board for reassessment upon the tax roll.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30915 Special assessments; liens.
Sec. 30915. All special assessments contained in any special assessment roll, including any part of the
special assessment payment that is deferred, constitute a lien, from the date of confirmation of the roll, upon
the respective parcels of land assessed. The lien shall be of the same character and effect as the lien created
for taxes in each local unit of government and shall include accrued interest and penalties. A judgment,
decree, or any act of the board vacating a special assessment does not destroy or impair the lien upon the
premises assessed for the amount of the assessment as may be equitably charged against the premises, or as
by a regular mode of proceeding might be lawfully assessed on the premises.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
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Popular name: NREPA

324.30916 Special assessments; collections.
Sec. 30916. When any special assessment roll is confirmed, the lake board shall direct the assessments
made in the roll to be collected. The clerk of each local unit of government involved shall then deliver to the
treasurer of each local unit of government the special assessment roll, to which he or she shall attach his or
her warrant commanding the treasurer to collect the assessments in the roll in accordance with the directions
of the lake board. The warrant shall further require the treasurer, on September 1 following the date when any
assessments or any part of an assessment have become due, to submit to the lake board a sworn statement
setting forth the names of delinquent persons, if known, a description of the parcels of land upon which there
are delinquent assessments, and the amount of the delinquency, including accrued interest and penalties
computed to September 1 of the year. Upon receiving the special assessment roll and warrant, the treasurer
shall collect the amounts assessed as they become due.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30917 Delinquent assessments; reassessment.
Sec. 30917. If the treasurer reports as delinquent any assessment or part of an assessment, the lake board
shall certify the delinquency to the assessing official of each local unit of government, who shall reassess, on
the annual tax roll of the local unit of government of that year, in a column headed “special assessments”, the
delinquent sum, with interest and penalties to September 1 of that year, and an additional penalty of 6% of the
total amount. Thereafter, the statutes relating to taxes shall be applicable to the reassessments in each local
unit of government.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30918 Division of land parcels; uncollected assessment apportioned.
Sec. 30918. If any parcel of land is divided after a special assessment on the land has been confirmed and
before the collection of the assessment, the lake board may require the assessment official to apportion the
uncollected amounts between the divisions of the parcel of land, and the report of the apportionment when
confirmed by the lake board shall be conclusive upon all parties. If the interested parties do not agree in
writing to the apportionment, then, before confirmation, notice of hearing shall be given to all the interested
parties, either by personal service or by publication as provided in the case of an original assessment roll.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30919 Additional special assessments.
Sec. 30919. If the assessments in any special assessment roll prove insufficient for any reason, including
the noncollection of the assessment, to pay for the improvement for which they were made or to pay the
principal and interest on the bonds issued in anticipation of the collection of the assessment, then the lake
board shall make additional pro rata assessments to supply the deficiency, but the total amount assessed
against any parcel of land shall not exceed the value of the benefits received from the improvement.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30920 Special assessments; invalidity and new assessments.
Sec. 30920. Whenever, in the opinion of the lake board, any special assessment is invalid by reason of
irregularities or informalities in the proceedings, or if any court of competent jurisdiction adjudges such
assessment illegal, the lake board, whether the improvement has been made or not and whether any part of the
assessment has been paid or not, may proceed from the last step at which the proceedings were legal and
cause a new assessment to be made for the same purpose for which the former assessment was made. All
proceedings on that reassessment and for the collection of the assessment shall be conducted in the same
manner as provided for the original assessment. Whenever an assessment or any part of an assessment levied
upon any premises has been set aside, if the assessment or part of an assessment has been paid and not
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refunded, the payment shall be applied upon the reassessment.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30921 Special assessments; exempt lands.
Sec. 30921. The governing body of any department of the state or any of its political subdivisions,
municipalities, school districts, townships, or counties, whose lands are exempt by law, may by resolution
agree to pay the special assessments against the lands, in which case the assessment, including all the
installments of the assessment, shall be a valid claim against the local unit of government.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30922 Borrowing; issuance of lake level orders and bonds.
Sec. 30922. The lake board may borrow money and issue lake level orders or the bonds of the special
assessment district in anticipation of the collection of special assessments to defray the cost of any
improvement made under this part after the special assessment roll has been confirmed. The bonds or lake
level orders shall not exceed the amount of the special assessments in anticipation of the collection of which
they are issued. Collections on special assessments to the extent pledged for the payment of bonds or lake
level orders shall be set aside in a special fund for the payment of the bonds or lake level orders. The issuance
of special assessments bonds or lake level orders shall be governed by the general laws of this state applicable
to the issuance of special assessments bonds or lake level orders and in accordance with the revised municipal
finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. Bonds or lake level orders may be issued in
anticipation of the collection of special assessments levied in respect to 2 or more public improvements, but
no special assessment district shall be compelled to pay the obligation of any other special assessment district.
The local governing body may pledge the full faith and credit of a local unit of government for the prompt
payment of the principal of and interest on the bonds or lake level orders as they become due. The pledge of
full faith and credit of the local unit of government shall be included within the total limitation prescribed by
the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. Bonds and lake level orders
issued under this part shall be executed by the chairperson and secretary of the lake board, and the interest
coupons to be attached to the bonds and orders shall be executed by the officials causing their facsimile
signatures to be affixed to the bonds and orders.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2002, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30923 Condemnation; commencement and conduct of proceedings.
Sec. 30923. Whenever the lake board determines by proper resolution that it is necessary to condemn
private property for the purpose of this part, the condemnation proceedings shall be commenced and
conducted in accordance with Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1911, being sections 213.21 to 213.25 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30924 Gifts and grants-in-aid; acceptance by lake board; contract or agreement.
Sec. 30924. (1) The lake board may receive and accept gifts or grants-in-aid for the purpose of
implementing this part.
(2) The lake board may contract or make agreement with the federal government or any agency of the
federal government whereby the federal government will pay the whole or any part of the costs of a project or
will perform all or any part of the work connected with the project. The contract or agreement may include
any specific terms required by act of congress or federal regulation as a condition for the participation of the
federal government.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA
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324.30925 Gifts and grants-in-aid; acceptance by department.
Sec. 30925. The department in carrying out the purposes of this part may receive and accept, on behalf of
the state, gifts and grants-in-aid.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30926 Advertising for bids; letting of contracts; work relief project.
Sec. 30926. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the chairperson of the lake board shall advertise for
bids. A contract shall be let to the lowest bidder giving adequate security for the performance of the contract,
but the lake board shall reserve the right to reject any and all bids.
(2) The lake board may let a contract with a local, incorporated, nonprofit homeowner association, the
membership of which is open on a nondiscriminatory basis to all residents within the geographic area to be
assessed or serviced, without advertising for public bids. The homeowner association shall give adequate
security for the performance of the contract.
(3) The local governing body may improve a lake as a work relief project pursuant to applicable provisions
of law.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30927 Costs of projects; computation; expenditures; representation by attorney.
Sec. 30927. (1) Within 10 days after the letting of contracts or, in case of an appeal, immediately after the
appeal has been decided, the lake board shall make a computation of the entire cost of a project under this part
that includes all preliminary costs and engineering and inspection costs incurred and all of the following:
(a) The fees and expenses of special commissioners.
(b) The contracts for dredging or other work to be done on the project.
(c) The estimated cost of an appeal if the apportionment made by the lake board is not sustained.
(d) The estimated cost of inspection.
(e) The cost of publishing all notices required.
(f) All costs of the circuit court.
(g) Any legal expenses incurred in connection with the project, including litigation expenses, the costs of
any judgments or orders entered against the lake board or special assessment district, and attorney fees.
(h) Fees for any permits required in connection with the project.
(i) Interest on bonds for the first year, if bonds are to be issued.
(j) Any other costs necessary for the administration of lake board proceedings, including, but not limited
to, compensation of the members of the lake board, record compilation and retention, and state, county, or
local government professional staff services.
(2) In addition to the amounts computed under subsection (1), the lake board may add not less than 10% or
more than 15% of the gross sum to cover contingent expenses, including additional necessary hydrological
studies by the department. The sum of the amounts computed under subsection (1) plus the amount added
under this subsection is considered to be the cost of the lake improvement project.
(3) A lake board shall not expend money for improvements, services, or other purposes unless the lake
board has adopted an annual budget.
(4) A lake board may retain an attorney to advise the lake board in the proper performance of its duties.
The attorney shall represent the lake board in actions brought by or against the lake board.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2004, Act 522, Eff. Mar. 1, 2005.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.30928 Intervention by department.
Sec. 30928. Whenever a public inland lake is to be improved, the department may intervene for the
protection and conservation of the natural resources of the state.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA
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324.30929 Lake board for public inland lake; dissolution.
Sec. 30929. A lake board for a public inland lake is dissolved if all of the following requirements are met:
(a) The governing body of each local unit of government in which all or part of the lake is located holds a
public hearing on the proposed dissolution, determines that the lake board is no longer necessary for the
improvement of the lake because the reasons for the establishment of the lake board no longer exist, and
approves the dissolution of the lake board. The governing body of each local unit of government in which all
or part of the lake is located may hold the public hearing on the dissolution of the lake board on its own
initiative. The governing body of each local unit of government in which all or part of the lake is located shall
hold a public hearing on the dissolution of the lake board upon petition of 2/3 of the freeholders owning land
abutting the lake. Notice of the public hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper of general circulation
in each local unit of government in which all or part of the lake is located. The first notice shall be published
not less than 10 days before the date of the hearing.
(b) All outstanding indebtedness and expenses of the lake board are paid in full.
(c) Any excess funds of the lake board are refunded based on the last approved special assessment roll.
However, if the amount of excess funds is de minimis, the excess funds shall be distributed to the local units
of government in which all or part of the lake is located, apportioned based on the amounts assessed against
each local unit of government and lands in that local unit on the last approved special assessment roll.
(d) The lake board determines that it is no longer necessary for the improvement of the lake, because the
reasons for its establishment no longer exist, and adopts an order approving its dissolution.
History: Add. 2004, Act 522, Eff. Mar. 1, 2005.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

PART 311
LOCAL RIVER MANAGEMENT
324.31101 Definitions.
Sec. 31101. As used in this part:
(a) “Board” means a river management board created as the governing body of a river management district
in accordance with this part.
(b) “Council” means a watershed council created under this part.
(c) “District” means a river management district established under this part.
(d) “Level of stream flow” means a measure of water quantity including the amount of water passing a
designated point over a designated period and the levels of lakes that are an integral part of the surface
drainage system of the watershed.
(e) “Local agencies” means local units of government, special districts, or other legally constituted
agencies of local units of government exercising powers that may affect water resources.
(f) “River management” means the control of river flow by the operation of dams, reservoirs, conduits, and
other human-made devices in order to improve and expand the uses of the river for those who depend upon it
for a variety of private and public benefits.
(g) “Watershed” means the drainage area of a stream.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
Popular name: Act 451
Popular name: NREPA

324.31102 Watershed council; petition; contents; organizational meeting; notice.
Sec. 31102. (1) To promote cooperation among local units of government in river management, a
watershed council shall be established by the department upon a petition from 3 or more local units of
government lying wholly or partially in the watershed as defined in the petition. The petition shall provide a
statement of necessity, a description of general purposes and functions to be performed, a description of the
area, including a map, and a list of all local units of government lying wholly or partly within the watershed,
which shall be eligible for membership on the watershed council.
(2) Upon finding that the petition is in conformance with this part, the department shall establish the
council, schedule an organizational meeting, and notify all local units of government eligible for membership
by registered mail. The date for the meeting shall be not less than 60 or more than 90 days after the date of
mailing the notice.
History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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